On behalf of the Pan American Health Organization, it’s Director, 

Sir George Alleyne and PAHO’s member states in Latin America and the Caribbean, I wish to thank the organizers of this 8th GHTF Conference and also the Government of Canada for the invitation and opportunity to attend this conference.

For PAHO the regulation of Medical Devices is considered a key priority and accordingly is committed to working with the health authorities of its member states in Latin America and the Caribbean to ensure and guarantee efficacy, quality and safety of all medical devices used in the health services and by the population.

To attain this goal, PAHO is working in coordination and with the technical support of WHO/PAHO collaborating centers in Medical Devices.

The Medical Devices Bureau of Canada, the Food and Drug Administration of USA and the ECRI.

In a meeting held with the regulatory authorities of the America’s during the 7th GHTF Conference in 1999, PAHO agreed to promote and support the participation of the Latin America and Caribbean in the GHTF meetings and activities.

In coordination with the collaboration Centers, in October 1999 PAHO organized a consultation on Medical Devices for the Regulatory Authorities of Latin Americas and the Caribbean.

Based on the conclusions and recommendations of the consultation, and the countries request for technical cooperation in this area, PAHO’s Director decided to bring this topic to PAHO’s governing bodies.

The Government of Canada prepared and presented the topic of Medical Devices to PAHO sub-planning and programming committee in March 2000.

Further, the document was approved and the topic was presented to PAHO executive committee in June 2000.

A proposed resolution was prepared and the topic of Medical Devices will be presented and debated next week in PAHO Directing Council.  As you are aware, PAHO Directive Council is the meeting of all Ministers of Health of the Americas.

The document on Medical Devices has been included in the 8th GHTF documents binder.

To facilitate communication and information exchange between the regulatory authorities of the Americas, PAHO has organized and has in operation an Internet bases list server group called “MED-DEVICES”.

The participation of Latin America and Caribbean Countries has doubled the attendance at the last GHTF Conference.  It is our intention and expectation that we will see a further increase at the 9th GHTF meeting.  This will further demonstrate our continued commitment to this area.

Finally allow me to thank WHO/PAHO collaborating centers MDB, FDA and ECR for their continuous technical support in the work PAHO is involved in with its member countries.

I thank you
